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TodayɅs Agenda
Å Introduction

Å Performance Requirements and Submittals

Å Stormwater Control Measure types and 
setbacks

Å Subsurface stormwater control measures

Å Rainwater harvest and reuse guidelines

Å Percolation and infiltration testing

Å Pervious surface runoff coefficients

Å Forms and templates

Å Example projects

Å Q&A
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Introduction
ÅThe Central Coast Post -Construction Stormwater Requirements 

(Resolution R3-2013-0002)
ÅRequired in all areas governed by Municipal Phase II Stormwater Permits 

ÅAdministered by municipalities, enforced by Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board

ÅMonterey Regional Stormwater Management Program (MRSWMP) 

Stormwater Technical Guide for Low Impact Development (2020)
ÅGuidance document for complying with the Central Coast PCRs

Å San Luis Obispo County Post -Construction Guidebook (2024)
ÅA tool to support design and documentation
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Post -Construction  Stormwater Requirements
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NOTE: Confirm required submittals with AHJ



Performance Requirements
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PRs
Project Size 
Determines 
Requirements

Project Types for Thresholds:

ÅOne Single Family Home

ÅEverything Else



PCRs Submittals

PRELIMINARY
SWCP

Demonstrate 

compliance can 

be accomplished

FINAL SWCP

Detailed 

Design

DRAFT O&M 
PLAN

Based on 

Final SWCP

FINAL
O&M PLAN

Based on record 

drawings

MAINTENANCE 
AGREEMENT

Execute and 

Record with 

County

CONSTRUCTION

NOTE: Confirm required submittals with AHJ

Inspections to 

document SCM 

construction

SELF- INSPECTION 
FORMS

Annually by June 15
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Geotech Report

Drainage Report



Source Control BMPs

ÅRequired for PR#2 and above

ÅSource Control examples:
ÅStructural: physical measures

ÅOperational: training, spill 
prevention, etc.

ÅGuidebook provides source 
control measures in checklist 
format 
ÅTable 13 of SWCP template
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Opportunities and 
Constraints Analysis

ÅRequired for PR#3 and above

ÅApplicants must identify 
opportunities and constraints 
for LID Stormwater features
ÅIntegrate passive site design 

measures

ÅTable 8 Page 26
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Opportunities and Constraints 

The following  site characteristics  should  be considered  as part  of  the  project  
opportunities  and constraints  analysis. 

Existing  Vegetation  
¶ Existing, high -quality vegetation and trees are identified. Site disturbance at these 

locations during construction can be prevented by protective fencing.

Survey  and  Site  Topography :

¶ Integrate  existing  drainage  patterns  into  the  site design where  possible . Prioritize  
existing,  natural  low-spots  and sumps  for  infiltration  and drainage  features . 
Prioritize  existing  high  spots  for  placement  of  structures  or  hardscapes,  allowing  
runoff  to  naturally  drain  to  low  lying areas for  treatment .

Soil  Analysis :

¶ Identify  the  locations  of  different  hydrologic  soil  groups  on site. Verify  with  soil  
borings  and investigation  report . Consider  LID and SCM placement  where  soils 
support  infiltration  (soil groups  A and  B). Consider  hardscape  placement  where  
soils discourage  infiltration  (soil groups  C and D).

Geotechnical  Analysis :

¶ Utilize  information  from  soil borings  and any geotechnical  analysis to  determine  
locations  that  are most  suitable  for  infiltration  (based on subsurface  materials  
encountered)  and locations  with  erosion  hazards  and landslide  hazards  that  should  
be avoided . 

¶ Determine  the  groundwater  table  elevation  (including  seasonally  high  and 
historically  high) to  ensure  appropriate  setbacks can be maintained .

Setbacks :

¶ Establish setbacks and buffer  zones surrounding  restricted  and/or  sensitive  areas. 
Identify  areas where  SCMs cannot  be constructed  due to  setback requirements . 
Examples include  existing  and proposed  building  foundations,  municipal  water  
wells, private  water  wells, septic  systems, flood  zones, easements,  etc. 

Hydrologic  Features :

¶ Identify  onsite  and offsite  waterways  and drainage  infrastructure  including  
locations  where  stormwater  run -on may impact  the  site.

Pollutants  of  Concern :

¶ Identify  areas where  future  or  existing  site operations  could  generate  potential  
pollutants  and locations  where  contaminated  soil  or  historic  pollution  sources  may 
be present . 

Construction  Footprint :

¶ Identify  locations  where  existing  vegetation  or  highly  permeable  soils can be 
protected  from  construction  activity  such stripping,  over -excavation,  compaction  or  
stockpiling  during  construction .



Opportunities &
Constraints Checklist

ÅRequired for PR#3 and above

ÅIntegrated into the SWCP template 

ÅIncludes requirement for site map 
exhibit specific to opportunities and 
constraints
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Drainage Management Area (DMA) 
Sizing Guidance

ÅRecommendations for 
sizing DMAs based on 
project type and size

ÅTable 12, Page 40

Decentralized Drainage Management Area Guidelines 

The following  guidelines  are recommended  for  ensuring  an appropriately  
decentralized  stormwater  management  approach . 
Single -family  Residential  Project  DMAs  (including  parcels  and  access 
roads/driveways) :

¶ Minimum of three (3) DMAs for sites less than one (1) acre in total 
area.

¶ Each DMA less than five (5) acres in total area.
¶ Each DMA less than one (1) acre total impervious area.
¶ Each DMA less than ten (10) individual residential lots.
¶ Each DMA should avoid comingling of runoff from multiple land uses 

where feasible. 
¶ DMAs with access roads should include ¼ mile or less of roadway.
¶ DMAs should be no less than 250 square feet or 2% of the project site. 

Commercial,  Industrial,  Multi -family  residential  projects  (including  
public  improvements) :

¶ DMAs should  be land -use specific  (i.e. parking,  rooftop,  access roads,  
equipment/processing  areas.) 

¶ Each DMA less than  three  (3) acres total  area.

¶ Each DMA less than  one (1) acre total  impervious  area.

¶ DMAs should  be no less than  250 square  feet  or  2% of  the  project  site.

¶ Each DMA should  avoid  comingling  of  runoff  from  multiple  land  uses 
where  feasible .

Roadway  projects  (public  improvements  only) :

¶ DMA for  local roadways  ¼ mile  or  less.

¶ DMA for  collector  roadways  1/8 mile  or  less

¶ DMA for  arterial  roadways  1/8 mile  or  less.12



Drainage Reports 
and PR#4

ÅProjects may be subject to local 
drainage and flood control 
requirements

ÅA separate Drainage Report is 
typically required to address 
applicable flood control and/or 
drainage standards

ÅCompliance with PR#4 must be 
documented in the SWCP
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Pervious Surfaces and
Runoff Coefficients
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Pervious Surface Runoff Coefficients
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Pervious Surfaces and 
Runoff Coefficients

ÅTable 19, page 64

ÅProvides runoff 
coefficient ɈCɉ for 
commonly used surfaces

ÅC values apply where 
surfaces are underlain by 
natural site soils with 
minimal or no compaction
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Pervious Surface Runoff Coefficients

ÅTable 19, page 64

ÅEngineered Pervious 
Surfaces

ÅMust have sufficient 

depth to retain the 

design storm

ÅNote that ɈCorrection Factorɉ 

values shown in Table 11 are 

to be used for alternative 

compliance ɈEϥSAɉ only  

Image: ResearchGate.net17



Impervious Surfaces ɀ 
PR Thresholds

ÅGuidebook Page 10

ÅClarifies surfaces to be 
used for determining 
performance 
requirement (PR) 
thresholds
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Stormwater Control Measure 
Types and Setbacks
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Stormwater Control Measure (SCM) Types

ÅClarity on which stormwater control measures are recognized 
and accepted

ÅConsistency in naming and classifying SCMs

ÅSCMs allowed in the SLO County Right -of -Way
ÅBiofiltration

ÅBioretention

ÅVegetated Swales

ÅVegetated Buffer Strips

ÅRoadside infiltrators (per County Public Improvement Standards)
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Stormwater Control Measure (SCM) Types

ÅTable 13, Page 41

ÅPartial table shown on 
this page

ÅIdentifies applicable 
Performance 
Requirement (PR)

ÅRecommend to use 
SCM names per this 
table
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Stormwater Control 
Measure (SCM) Types

Use the SCM naming conventions 
per the Guidebook

This facilitates plan review AND 
long -term O&M requirements
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Stormwater Control 
Measure (SCM) 
Setbacks

ÅTable 15, Page 48

ÅTable identifies minimum  
recommended setbacks

ÅGroundwater separation 

ÅReduced for vegetated 
features

ÅConflicts with 
neighboring properties
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Vegetated 
Swales

ÅChapter 5, Section f

ÅClarifies that swales provide treatment only (PR2)

ÅCompost amended native soils (not BSM)

ÅEquations for design (Chapter 6, Section d):

ÅMinimum swale length

ÅCheck dam spacing
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Vegetated Swales

Swales must have minimum 50% 
vegetation coverage

Swales treat and convey 
concentrated runoff
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Vegetated Buffer Strips

Strips must have minimum 70% 
vegetation coverage

Strips treat and convey         
sheet flow
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Vegetated Buffer Strips

ÅChapter 5, Section f

ÅBased on Caltrans design guidance (Biofiltration Strip)

ÅReceive sheet flow only (example: roadway runoff)

ÅCompost amended native soils (not BSM)

ÅDesign Criteria for PR2 and PR3

ÅMinimum strip width

ÅMaximum slope

ÅTributary area

ÅCompost depth
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Subsurface Stormwater 
Control Measures
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Subsurface Stormwater Control Measures

ÅChapter 5, section g

ÅProprietary systems (e.g. Stormtech, Contech)

ÅDry wells and roadside infiltrators
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Subsurface Stormwater Control Measures

ÅChapter 5, section g

ÅOpportunities and Constraints Checklist
ÅJustify why at -grade LID strategies will not be used

ÅMRSWMP Technical Guide requires permanent structural             
pre -treatment, with exception for one (1) single family dwelling

ÅSLO County Pretreatment requirements
ÅMinimum 30% of PR#2 runoff volume for entire project must be managed 

through at -grade LID strategies

ÅAt-grade LID facilities can be located within a DMA separate from the 
subsurface SCMS

ÅFull treatment for PR#2 must be achieved upstream of the subsurface SCM
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Subsurface Stormwater Control Measures

ÅChapter 5, section g

ÅIdentifies SLO County Requirements
ÅGeotechnical reports 

ÅInspection ports

ÅReiterates Class V Injection Well (State -wide) requirements

ÅIdentifies groundwater setbacks (Table 17, page 52)
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Rainwater Harvesting & Reuse
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Rainwater 
Harvesting 
and Reuse

ÅTable 14, page 46

ÅClarifies how rainwater harvesting and reuse systems 
could be used to meet PCR requirements

ÅFollow the CA Plumbing Code

ÅMay require permitting through County Env. Health
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Percolation and 
Infiltration Testing
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Percolation and Infiltration Testing

ÅTable 9, Page 29

ÅTest Methods

ÅRecommended number of 
tests

ÅSafety Factors

ÅTesting is not required if 
HSG rates used for surface 
features

ÅHSG rates are not accepted 
for underground infiltration
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"Small-scale SCMs are generally those for which the sidewall of the SCM provides a 

significant component of infiltration relative to the bottom of the SCM."

6" diameter
3' water depth

sidewall/base ratio = 24

4' wide
6' long

2' gravel depth
sidewall/base ratio = 1.67
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Image: MA Clean Water Toolkit



Percolation and 
Infiltration 
Testing

ÅPercolation testing requires use of 
Porchet  Method in most cases

ÅEquation 7, page 65

ÅSpecific exemption for dry wells
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Infiltration Testing
3838



Forms and Templates
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Forms and Templates

ÅForms and templates consistent 
with SLO County Guidebook 

ÅSWCP Application
ÅFillable PDF

ÅSWCP Template
ÅMicrosoft Word

ÅO&M Forms
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Inspection Forms

ÅInspection Checklists
ÅBioretention

ÅDetention

ÅPervious Pavement

ÅSubsurface SCMs

ÅVegetated Swales & Strips

Å Construction phase and 
ongoing O&M 

ÅAppendix F
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O&M Forms
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Required Document Applicable Form

Stormwater System 
(Maintenance) Agreement

Form SWP-3001

Legal Parcel Description N/A

SCM Description Form SWP-1007

Owner & Agent 
Information

Form SWP-1003

Plans and Manuals Form SWP-1008

O&M Forms are available on the SLO County 
Planning & Building Dept. post-construction webpage



Plant Tables and Plant Lists

ÅPlant Palette Tables 
ÅInland and Coastal

ÅCommercial and Residential

ÅIntended to be used directly 
on design drawings and in 
SWCPs

ÅSee Appendix D for:
ÅLonger plant lists

ÅPlant types allowed in the ROW
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Example Projects
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Example Projects

ÅAppendix E -1 and E-2

ÅExamples Include:

ÅSWCP with Exhibits and 

Supporting Calculations

ÅOperations and 

Maintenance Forms
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